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FACTS AND WHY

THE ISO-DAY NOTICE RULE FOR MEDICAL MALPRACTICE FOR STATE -

“RUN INSTITUTIONS AND STATE PHYSICIANS
| MUST BE REPEALED RETROACTIVELY
February 28 2{]03 '

Madlson, WI Dxd you know that 1f you are treated by physzcxans at UW Hesp1ta1 & Chmcs or Uw
_ :Health/Physmaans Plus’ and medical malpractice results in m}uxy or death to your family member, you
" will ot be able to. brmg a claim’ forward unless you have given notice to the state attomey general
within ‘180 days after' the event occurs? . The current statute allows for. dlscovery after_this period,
: however the courts (ease Iaw) have made this tough to do. If you are late with your notice, not oniy will
it be difficult or nnposs1b1e to ever bring a case, but you may never ‘find out what really happen&i you
- and your family will never see justice, and the physxclans ‘won’t talk and will never be held accountable

for their errors/mistakes. ‘Wisconsin law favors state physicians over private ones. D1d you also know
- that state-employed physmlans do not have to pay medmal malpractlee insurance? The state self~msures -

Agam, Wisconsm famlhes who have suﬁ"ered the loss of a famﬂy member due to apparent medxeal |

= '_neghgence have found the courthouse door slammed shut in thelr faees

-"E_':'.A group’ of WISCOHS],II famﬂles Who suﬂ"ered the loss of a fa.:mﬂy member due to. apparent medlcal. a
neghgenee have been ﬁghtmg hard to fix Wisconsin law, We are a small group of families and we have -

- few resources, but we must get the message out to the unsuspeetmg pubhc voters medla and work with
' 1egislators te get the law changed' L . _ - . _ _

_ "The focus of the W:scensm Falmly Justice Network (WFJN}—rapldly growmg since bemg formed last

 “year to about 45 families' across the state—is now. turning to the State Legislature, where Network
B members are workmg to build bl-partlsan support for the passage of the Wlsconsm Family Tustice Bill
~ and now, the repeal of the. 180-day notice rule for medical malpractice by state healthcare employees .
e These are. not” pohtlcal 1ssues' Repubhcans and Democrats together should recogmze that" these
o :.preblems needs fixing as soon as possﬁ)le We will work to get the retroactive repeal of the' 180-day
notice bill passed by. the leglslature and signed by Governor Doyle.. ‘Senator Fred Risser has agreed to-

. again sponsor this year’s bill.’ The language of the law as proposed last year is gwen as Attachment B

B It passed th Senate by vmce vote, but never was mtroduced to the Assembly

e : The Wlsconsm Faxmly }ustlce Network suggests that once you s a representaﬁve of the peeple of thls 2

gréat State ef Wxsconsm, ‘honestly considers ‘the thoughts below, that you will be compe]ied to support

 and signonasa eousponsar of the repeai of the 180—day notlee for medlcal malpracnce clalms fer statej

| -healtheare employees

a For example, how Would you deal with the awful prospect of the loss of a loved one due to gross

medical errors at. Uw Hospital? After much grief, you finally get around to talkmg with an attorney-
and then the attorney tells yeu how sorry he or she is, but you mxssed the. 186~day notice deadline .
and your potentlal legal claim is niow void! You, hke a]most everyene thought you had 3 years o -

- respond.- This happens all the time! -

o How would you react to the fact that you can’t get any Iegal representatlon because you are not '

aiiewed fo have acase under this current Wlseonsm Iaw 1f you are. late wzth your not:lce of elalm'? '
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] :'Con ons of the August 2003 (

2. by the propo nents of tort reform, who __
GAO to buttrcss thezr casc but thi ndép dent Tep v

| :;1'1;‘: The analyms supports thé case that the doctors in effect _blackmmled the Ieglslaturcs and i B

_governors in Nevada Pennsyivama and West Vu‘gmxa (p 14 15)

12, The i onc unhelpful ﬁndmg in the reportmthat claims and prennums have nscn'fastcrm - :'_ SRR

: _states with caps than without—i§ explained by reference to t_hc experience in Just two

were about the same as in those states with caps (p 34 35)

- ; jurisdictions, the District of Columbia and ‘Pennsylvania: if these two states are ehmmated g
2 -then for the time penod 1996-2002 ‘average claims payments m the_ statcs mthout caps L

13, _It cmphaszzes that to the extenl: that prennums or. claims are iower m cap states than' nen- e -

L cap states, multlple factors are respons1ble—whlch is the 88
: "f;_éreport L SR . ;
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